
WAC 220-353-130  Live fish—Import and transfer.  (1) It is un-
lawful for any person, group, corporation, association, or government 
entity to import into, transport, transfer, sell, or possess within 
the state of Washington live fish and/or the viable sexual products of 
fish without first obtaining a permit to do so from the director. The 
only exceptions to the permit requirement are for aquarium fish, game 
fish, indigenous marine baitfish, indigenous hagfish species and mos-
quito fish (genus Gambusia). The exception for mosquito fish applies 
only when used by agencies authorized by chapter 17.28 RCW. The permit 
must accompany the fish and/or sexual products at all times within the 
state of Washington and must be presented to department employees on 
demand.

(2) For any permit issued under subsection (1) of this section, 
the director may impose conditions as necessary to ensure the protec-
tion of food fish populations from infectious, contagious, or communi-
cable diseases and pests.

(3) It is unlawful to violate the terms and conditions imposed on 
any permit issued under subsection (1) of this section. In addition to 
penalties provided by law, violation of the permit terms and condi-
tions may result in the suspension and/or revocation of the permit.

(4) A violation of this section is punishable under RCW 
77.15.253, 77.15.290, or 77.15.750, depending on the species, value of 
the species, and the circumstances underlying the violation.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.013, 77.04.020, 77.04.055, 
and 77.12.047. WSR 17-05-112 (Order 17-04), recodified as § 
220-353-130, filed 2/15/17, effective 3/18/17. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.020, 77.04.055, 77.12.045, and 77.12.047. WSR 
15-02-011 (Order 14-341), § 220-20-039, filed 12/26/14, effective 
1/26/15. Statutory Authority: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.013, 77.04.055, 
77.12.045, and 77.12.047. WSR 13-02-043 (Order 12-290), § 220-20-039, 
filed 12/21/12, effective 1/21/13. Statutory Authority: RCW 75.08.080. 
WSR 82-17-040 (Order 82-105), § 220-20-039, filed 8/13/82.]
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